VIOLET
Viola

Viola is a genus of flowering plants in the violet family Violaceae. It is the largest
genus in the family, containing between 525 and 600 species. Most species are
found in the temperate Northern Hemisphere, however some are also found in
widely divergent areas such as Hawaii, Australasia, and the Andes.

Some Viola species are perennial plants, some are annual plants, and a few are
small shrubs. A large number of species, varieties and cultivars are grown in
gardens for their ornamental flowers. In horticulture the term "pansy" is normally
used for those multi-coloured, large-flowered cultivars which are raised annually
or biennially from seed and used extensively in bedding. The terms "viola" and
"violet" are normally reserved for small-flowered annuals or perennials, including
the species.

Flower colours vary in the genus, ranging from violet, through various shades of
blue, yellow, white, and cream, whilst some types are bicolored, often blue and
yellow. Flowering is often profuse, and may last for much of the spring and
summer.



